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In 2015 the Carroll County Bureau of 
Resource Management partnered with the 
City of Westminster to reforest three 
areas along the Route 31 corridor.  The 
first area planted was the grassed hillside 
that sits above the soccer field at the 
intersection of Route 31 and Uniontown 
Road.  The second area planted was the 
hillside above the walking path that runs 
between Crossbridge Drive and Tahoma 
Farm Road.  The third area planted was 
along the walking path a little east of 
Long Valley Road.  In total, 7.5 acres 
were reforested. The plantings were 
funded by grant monies received from the 
Department of Natural Resources. 
 
Reforesting an open field or grass lawn 
results in a real transformation.  The 
visual transformation is obvious (see the 
before and after photos), but this is only 
one of the changes that takes place.  As 
they grow, the trees improve the water 
quality in our local streams and ultimately 
the Chesapeake Bay by filtering sediment 
and nutrients from stormwater runoff.   

Reforestation Efforts Continue to Grow 
By Jonathan Bowman, Forest Conservation Specialist 

In addition, their roots help stabilize the 
soil thus decreasing erosion.  Native trees 
provide food and shelter for wildlife.  
Something often overlooked is that the 
biodiversity found in an acre of native 
forest is many times greater than an acre 
of lawn.  Last but not least, it is important 
to consider the air quality improvements 
that will result from these trees 
sequestering carbon dioxide and 
producing oxygen.  In a small, very local 
way, these trees are relevant to the efforts 
to combat global climate change.             

 
Seven years after these trees were planted, 
the City of Westminster no longer has to 
mow these areas.  Maintenance time and 
cost have been reduced, ecosystem 
services improved, wildlife is thriving, 
and users of the walking path are 
enjoying a whole new aesthetic. The work 
that helped transform the Route 31 
corridor is just the tip of the iceberg.  
Since 2012, Carroll County has partnered 
with private property owners and the 
Countyôs eight municipalities to reforest 
over 200 acres.     
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